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Milestones in the colonization of La Florida
Hitos de la rrr.rfwfi{rsrfdﬂ de I .a Florida

1513-1763

First Spanish Period
Primer periodo eipariol
1513

Juan Ponce de Ledn sails with
three ships in search of HBimini.
On April 2, he lands on an
“island” northwest of the
Bahamas. He names it “La
Florida,” in honor of the Pascua
Florida, or Easter.

S Praee ole I oan pearie cow fres mapios
en fverc g & teerva de B 2002
de b derenrlrny e Bra wiken af
marveste de ot Balamear que otz oo
el ponelyr de ol o Floridis, en dorar g
dr Pirsowa Bilorana, o smhdemeente P,

1521

Juan Ponce de Ledn returns
the Chardotie Harbor area. Badly-
wounded in a battle with Calusa
warniors, Ponce returns to Cuba,
where he dies from his wound.

Sy Posree de Linin rovedve a vt St
Va Horida oo aes wavier v fege o do
iae. fradilyemente foy sera &y gona o
Chardstte larbor: Hemdo e praveded
ent ann Bendaalfls cowrtng o Bl gheervene e
dng cadnerees, Poveee reprera o b dionle
feadfoce et conener et i foerteler el

1528

Pinfilo de Marviez sails for Flonda.
Miificz Cabeza de Vaca, and a Moor
named Estevanico remain among
the Indian tribes of the south and

Penfile de Nariey pare bave La
Floriae. Coetdro mpervisientes, gufre. lor
e ie encacadreen A fer Maifeg Cabego
ae | ey oo awore Samadn Fofehanie,
[prermdamecen ooy for Al pndver del sy
el acide dirionfe ool ariog

1539

Hernando de Soto lands at Tampa
Bay on May 25. Soto dies in 1542
Mexico in September 1543,
Hervernde s Neto derersluierves oo o Bioia
e Lampr of 25 e sy, Miere e 1342
Lot sperivimtes Segm o Mexin en
sertivmelive e 1341,

1559
Tristin de Luna y Arellano
establishes a colony at Pensacola.

Trintin st [owwar 4 cPrellomn acfaldoe i
ventta e Dertiismle

1562

A French Huguenot (Protestant
commanded by Jean Ribauk
cxplores the coast of Flonda,
founding a setlement named
Charlesfort on  Parris  Island,
South Carolina,

Ul wotwaleren . frvncess e Dngrovsoder
(fwofectanier) & Derme de fer Ranver
dideratar  por  Jean  Rabaad  echiorg
by e de Lo Fonda y ecfalleoe mr
atrentemsente, o gae Mawea Charfesford,
e ey ke de Pearvie en Caredia aa S

1565

Podro Menéndez

gnmmxdaﬁﬂa‘ﬂdﬂnfﬂmh
contracting him o establish three
permanent settlerments in Florida.
L 15 ab wrge, of ey Bl 1T mamline
a Meweney o olisic  Colwnuaior ¥
Adddwetade de [ Horgds y b v
funr e entaldeqre fres e
JRTRTIES

1586

English privateer Francis Drake
sacks and burns St. Augustine.

b cornarte gt Franale Dde sogusa ¢
imeesdie Nernr Lpmrtian



1607

v inferes frorneliant det cedloaris e fremmsetoan.

1612

Franciscan friar Francisco Parcja
publishes Cathecismo en lengua
castellana v tmucua (Catechism
in Spanish and Timucuan), the
first Indian-language publication
in any region of what would
become the United States.

Py oo Pange pwilics of
Calectomm en lenpay  cagtallims )
St prvers) ol e e b
dengaeel et e Jur fadior de e reve
qpate e e cowmeetivi e o EFUTLT

1622

Spanish ships sailing for Spain,
including the galleon MNuocestra
Sefiora de Atocha, which sank off
the Florida Keys.

Uiy dwenacdie faivcle ocha ae for dlies; mavias
s e Sarfem Do Tt
T T e T T
Neestra Sevivng de o Atoale gue se bomeled
ene dne s e L ar Florndr
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1672

Construction begins on Castillo de
San Marcos, Spain's great stone
fortress at 5t Anpgustine. Buik of
coquina stone, mincd from local
quarrics on Anastasia Island, FL.
Castllo de San Marcos takes mome
than thirty years to complete.
Comenga dd oomctrocgon de Coasdill

de e Murmwos e Sew <lgrctin, da

g fortmleqe echariads, Confroda cop

lenscaguaedar e o Ioly Anartari, o
eulpfTcacion dhord mels e fredi oo

1763-1784

British Period

Periodn britanico

Florida transferred to British mle.
East Florda and West Florida.

o Bl et Bagro donsisio ivatini
L mpven T dirdce en der eorsmoas
o Hewds Omewial y La Flonda
Cheirenfend

1784-1821
Second Spanish
Period

Sepundo periody espariol

1784-1821

Florda tansfers to Botsh rule.
On Sepiember 22, 1819, the
Adams-Onis  Treaty  confirms
Florida as a US temitory. Two
years later, in 1821, the formal
o Florida pwelve o extar bago domimio
erpaniol 5022 de sepdrembre de 1818,
por of Tratade dame-COhis, pasa a
ser ferritorin extadennidense. D awfor
g fardde, en 1820, 5 Bera o calm of
fraifiae foramad

1845

Florida admitted to the Union,
becoming the Z7th US Swate.

T Bl ex anlmiteda o o Tlnosr

Morteamenicania ¥ 5e sonrderty et o et
wsiemern 27 dbe dop Pty Tliidas,
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Five centuries ago, Juan Ponce de Ledn landed on what he believed was another Caribbean [sland.
He named it La Florida. Ponce’s arrival initiated a long process of complex interactions between
Europeans, Africans, and Indians, the legacy of which helped shape the development of
modern Florida.

This exhibit offers visitors a new perspective on the rich, yet long forgotten history of colonial
Florida. It is designed to open eyes and minds, highlighting one of the most intriguing and

dramatic perods in US history.

Hatce cinen siglas, Jnan Ponce de 1 edn desembarce en fo gue creia que era sna isla del Caribe. La lama La Florida,
L Hepada de Ponce inicia wn largo procesa de complejas interacciones entre enrapeos, africanos ¢ findios, ciyo legada
confarmaria ¢l desarrolie de la Plarida moderna,

Vista exchasicivn afrece al visitante ina nieva perspectiva de esta rica, anigue olpddads, bistoria colanial de La Florida.
Listd concelrida para abrir los ofos ¥ lar mentes, y mostrar al peiblico wne de fos periodor mds fnferesanter y

dramdticar de b historia estadonmnidense.

. Michae! Francis. Cuvator [ Comvisario



Section 1. Path into the unknown

The journey begins in Seville, Spain on the
eve of a trans-Atlantic voyage. Visitors enter
a replica Spanish galleon as it prepares to
depart to the New World. We learn about the
navigational instruments, the technology,
and the range of occupations of those who
joined such expeditions.

(14

Neccron 1. Ramebo a fo desconocrde

il recorvide comienza en Sevila (Figpasia) en visperas
de g piaie frapsatlantion, Los vicitantes “entran™ on
wn galedn eipariol que ge prepara para partiv b
of Nueve Munda, Se mmertran fos instrisentar de
Merbegaciin, Ja tecnndogia, ¥ du gawa de ociacioner de
dng gt Prticiharon en eifa r:xl'pm".f}'r'm.'r.r.

Inside a Galleon. Hustration by Stephen Biesty
Fof Coandieinr proer i, Keersraacian e Siepibenr Bty




Who traveled on board?

Ships going to la Florida carried all types
of craftspeople and specialists on board, as
can be observed in the passenger list from
Pedro Menéndez de Avilés's 1565 expedition
to Florida: Masons, Tailors, Blacksmiths,
Millers, Silversmiths, Laborers, Master beer
brewer, bookmaker... These indivivuals
were recruited to meet the needs of a

new colony.

;A qaién Hevariameos a borde?

Lar naves gue dhan hacia 1a Flovida fevaban toda
swerte de arfesanes Y efpecialistas a bords, oo s
prsede observar en la lista de pasajeros gue viajaron
en la expedicidn de Pedro Menéndes de Avilés en
15635: canferos, sasires, bevrevos, mwdineras, platerss,
labradores, maestre de Dacer cerveza,  librern.
Su misign era cubrir todus fas wecesidades que la
COlONIZACIaN de BEeIas TeIEoTos requen,

Archivo General de Indias, Sevilla.
Fospediciir de Mensnes oficins de Jus pasgerns (1565).

(15




Section 2. Path into the unknown

Lin the XV and XVII centuries, Spain emerged as
a global power. The port city of Seville became
a leading protagonist: from there, most of the
Spanish fleet departed for the New World,
including Florida. Thanks to a series of interactive
maps, visitors can discover the different routes of
various Spanish expeditions, from Juan Ponce de
Ledm (1513) to Pedro Mendndez de Avilés (1565),
the founder of St Augustine.

Imagimando 1a Florida a trarés del tiempo
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g I Filarela,

Im La Florida thmth time

Seceivin 2. 1 ecad de da Foplovaion y ef Eneriesstro
Fn dos siglos X171 y X1 Fispadia se convirtid en
fa primera potencia mandial, P Puerto de Nevilla

fiee ¢l gran protagonista: desde éf salieron gran parte
de las flofas hacia of Naers Munds y bacia Florida.

=i visitante podrd desculein, graciar af wio de mapas

interactiver lar diversar ecpediciones desde Ponce de
Ledn (13513) hasta Pedra Menéndey de Avidés
(1563), fundador de San Agustin,




In 1493, Ponce joined Columbus's second
voyage and took part in the conquest of
Hispaniola (today the Dominican Republic
and Haiti). In 1508, he congquered San Juan de
Puerto Rico. Four years later, Ponce decided
to invest a major part of his fortune in the
exploration of lands to the north of Puerto
Rico. He obtained a royal contract from
King Ferdinand of Spain to locate an island
called Bimini. Ponce armed three ships, well-
crewed with sailors and other seamen and left
San German port (Puerto Rico) on March 3,
1513. On March 27, Ponce first sighted the
Eastern shores of the peninsula and on April
3, 1513 he made landfall, naming the “island™
La Florida!
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“... They called it La Florida becanse it afforded very preny views of hosts of shady groves, and it was flat, and level, and
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In addition to its coverage of the life of Ponce
de Ledn, the exhibition also introduces
visitors to many of the forgotten protagonists
in this remarkable period of US history:
Don Carlos, the chief of the powerful Calusa
Indians, who attempted to form a political
and military alliance with Pedro Menéndez
de Avilés against the Tocobaga Indians (near
modern Tampa Bay).

Juan Garrido, perhaps the best-known of
the early African “conquistadors™ of the
Americas. Garrido was one of many Africans
{both free and enslaved) who took part in the
early congquest campaigns in the New World.
His participation in Ponce de Ledn's 1513
expedition to Florida was one of many for
Juan Garrido.

Ademdr de da pida de Powee ae Ledn, la mmestra
deerid af _,.ﬁfr'u"lrr.".'f.a g CHTNITOT G M S I."*."-'J.-':{.:_P-';'.i-‘;"rr.-‘
desconacidos de et periode apasionante de la Witoria
ae iy LNA:

Don Carlos, jefe de Jor poderasos indiar calisas, que
tente altarne son Mencudes qe Aviés para aregtirar
o diderazyo frewie o sy prim alelpes y confra el
I,-':-.-'.-'.".".'.-':-, ovobapa (Babia de 'J';f'.-'.-'.-:."'n'.-.

_ Jaan Cearridn, J."Jr.-.-'.-;u"ﬁ'::-wr:.-';".* el mids comocida de Jos
primeros conguistadares” africanes av fas A meéricas.
Fte srise de for wschar .-_.',-'-;'.J'."u'.-'.ir.-.l' (Litrres o esplanas) ipite
fih 1o .f.“-’: & dets J.ﬁ."."-'-u (k) :'-ﬁJ.'rl.'.f.'.-'."."r.'.".f:':' f Narero Minda
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Hernando  de  Escalante  Fontaneda
shipwrecked off the coast of south Florida
when he was just thirteen years of age. He
spent seventeen years as a captive of the
Calusa Indians. Escalante learned several
native languages and became an interpreter
for the first Jesuit missionaries.

Domican friar Luis Cancer was a strong
advocate for indigenous rights and, like his
fellow Dominican Bartolomé de Las Casas,
Fray Cancersupported the peaceful conversion
of the New Worlds native populations, He
attempted to apply this method in La Florida,
but was beaten to death by the Tocobaga
Indians of the Tampa Bay area.

Hernanda de Frcalante Fontaneda Helifrags ei lai
cartar de Florida can tan solo 13 avos, y pard fos
sigiientes 17 cantive de fos calnsas. Fisto le pernitic
afirender varias iengias Rafivar ¥ converfiree en

Pratductor para lor hriteerar misioneros jestiiias,

F-f dosmeinice Bray Lais Cancer fue an Sfrimee J.".‘r.'.'":.'r.'i.-'.-';
de Jos derechos de fos indios y, como su compariers
Bartolomé de Las Casas, promovie la conversion
pacifica de los babitantes del Naeve Mands. Tratd
Fil :.f,?:'.'r.-'-e}.rf' pite metodo en L Plovida, el SN
:J:.I"-':."."::'r.n'e'l':'::' I.""-".-'.I' .":".-'.l' intios fﬂr'-lhn'lqu:ﬁﬂ:-' |"|'I|'“'.III dreg de ldd

Babia de 'l amif,




Section 3. Europeans, Africans
and Indians in La Florida

This section portrays the early history
of Florida: Through the tales of some
of its protagonists, we will discover how
Europeans, Alfricans, (both free and
enslaved), and Indians struggled to create
a colonial society, While violent clashes
certainly occurred, so too did long periods of
peace and coexistence.

Thanks to creative audiovisuals and models,
visitors will be transported back o sixteenth-
century Florida.

Seceiin 3. Ewropeos, Africanos e Indios en
[.a Blorida

Fafa secoian warva fa Didord .-'I'“-"-"-:',l"-'-':-.".l'."r'n' de | Florica:
A drarée de Lar Bistorias de .-.'.!'I-!:'.".'.I.'ﬁ-_r F .-'."-"-"'_.l"-'-"'I'.'_-".'-'-'.;'-"s.'n'u':."u"n'_'.
escribrivenar oo errahens, dfricanes (fanfo dbrer
ot eciva) ¢ indiar fecharon et crecer fetle Sociedead
colonial. Ne produferon violentor enfrentamientos, pero
Famlien lavgos perfodas de paz ) conpivenca,

e e T .|'|':" -'.-'.-'.-.-'rf.".":"‘."e.".'-' ¥ n‘.-'."e'l':'-u".r.' dikades  Jog
pisitantes s fracladardn en of ;".';u"'."-"-::l".'l-:.l harta da Flovida

eded ""‘!d{""' XT1

San Marcos Fort. Mininature scale 1:92.
Fetertee e See Mormos Moot excealy 152,




Pedro Menéndez de Avilés

The key figure in the conquest of La Florida,
known for his piety, lovalty to King Philip II
of Spain and determination to colonize La
Florida. After defeating the French, he took
possession of the land in 1565, Of the 1,000
Frenchmen in the conflict, about 300 were
killed, others fled and *“the most useful”
were taken prisoner: the navigator, four
carpenters and caulkers, twelve sailors and
some musicians.

He commenced his colonization plan by
setting up more than ten fortresses between
Tequesta (Miami) and Tennessee. When he
died (1574}, only two remained: St Augustine
and Santa Elena.
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Interpreters and diplomats

Throughout the colonial period, both Spanish
and Indian interpreters were required to be
creative in conflict and resourceful in terms
of diplomacy. Their neglected work had
important consequences in Spanish-Indian
affairs in colonial Florida.

Juan Ramirez Contreras was one of many
soldiers that acted as interpreters to help
understand Indian culture. In 1597, Governor
Gonzalo Méndez de Canzo commissioned
him to start peace talks with the Ais Indians.
He met a terrible end: he was guartered and
thrown onto the fire. After his death, the
governor sent Juan de Cartaya to resume
peace talks with the Ais Indians. He achieved
his objective with great skill, demonstrating
his gift for diplomacy.

2 S .'."'
Tntés f-a efes ) cliaa oy

Drwirante ef perodn colonial, los iniérprefer espariodes
¢ fraier delian ser orealivos e smomenier de confiicio,
Ddlailes con fa diplomeacta y a mennds, & menor desciide
podia  provecir  consecendas  importantes en las
redaciones bispano-indias de 1a Florida colonial

Jnan Ramirey Contrerar fue wne de los michos
i .":"i"lc ;'."n'll"l.l' TR :.I' WEfET f -r":".':-'.ﬂ'r .-':'.'I"J.-' i £ .'Ie 1r
comgprender fa cultura india. Fon 1597, el pobernador
Gongalo Mender de Canzo le encomends iniciar
can I.;"l.-' .-'-.I'.-'."n'lr:-".r.!'

conpertaciones de pag A, Nufra

ado y arrajads
al faregn, Trar sar meserie, r'.-"_;-:.r.-.";r*.".'.'.f.-.r.-"r,n.l' enri a Juan

ung wmerie horrible: fue descuarti;
de Cartaya para reanudar las conversaciones de
P e K .'.'.':-'-.l.l' i R ¢ TH DiEelee cow Fran

> con fox endtos A Loord su olyetion con gra
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Africans

Africans came to Florida with the first
Spanish expeditions. Even though there
were not many slaves in 16th century Florida,
they stll played an important role in the
formation of colonial society. Africans, both
free and enslaved, served as laborers, nurses,
fishermen and town criers. The exhibition
brings to light some remarkable stories of
these forgotten protagonists, like the one of
Francisco Menéndez,

Museo de América, Madrid
Mulattos fromm Esmeraldas, Ecuador

Miviator e far Epwerntion, Fowsor
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Africanos

Las africanors fegaron a La Flarida con lar primeras
expediciones espasiolas. Awague no bubo mchos
eclaves en ol XV, jugaron wn papel imporfarte
ent la formacion de la soctedad y fa constriccion de
la cindad, Los africanos, fibres y esclavos, servdan
comn peohes, enfermerns, pescadorer y pregoneros.
La exposicion saca a fa lay algumar bistorias

mresmorabies, come da de Francirco Menéndez,




Born into a West-African Mandigo tribe,
Francisco Menéndez was sold into slavery,
and then escaped to Spanish Florida,
where he earned his freedom. In 1738 he
was appointed leader of the first free black
community in what would become the
United States. The settlement was named
Gracia Real de Santa Teresa de Mose.
Menéndez served as Captain of Fort Mose
until 1763, when Florida fell to the British. He
then moved with his wife and four daughters
to Cuba, where he spent the rest of his life.

Nacido en e seno de una fribw de mandingos
de Africa  ocidental, Frandso M enéndes  fue
veadide come esclave ) posteriormente baye a la
Flarda espariola, lngar donde se gand s hbertad.
En 1738 fue nombrado lder de da primera
comeinidad de negros fibres de fo quee postersormente
serfarn for Estades Unides. B arentamienio se famd
Crracia Real de Nanfa Teresa de Mose. Menendes
sirvde coma capitan del frerte Mase basta 1763, aio
en ef que La Florida paré a ser terretorio britanico.
Marchd entonces a Cuba con su muger v exadro bijas
dende titia hadda swe merde.

Photograph courtecy of ]. Michael Francis.
Ruins of Fort Mose, St. Augustine, FL
Risirnees el Fenerte Mo, S Azertin, FLL




Indians

La Florida was populated by a wide variety
of ethnic groups. Their relationships with
the Spanish varied, ranging from war and
treason, to close political and military
alliances. In 5t. Augustine, large numbers of
Europeans married Indian women.

Tndios

L Florida estaba poliada por nameroras etnias. Las

relacioner cor lor esparieles fueron meuy diverras: desde

la guerra y la tratcion basta las aliangas polificas y

milttares, B Nan Agrstin meachor enropeos s aasaron
CON PRHETES iRk,

The Morgan Library and Museumn, New York, NY.
Indian farming his vegetable garden. Drake manuscript,
"Histoire Maturelle des Indies™, 1586

Inetie colisvande s Deserte, Mannserite D, “Higtore Nafwrele
der Indies”, 1386




Dofia Maria, Cacica

Female ruler of Nombre de Dios, doiia
Maria was an important Spanish ally and
one of the most powerful Indian chiels in
Florida. She assisted the Spanish on many
occasions, providing food, shelter, and
military assistance.

In a letter to King Philip II of Spain, Florida's
governor acknowledged dofia Maria's
important role: “Doifia Maria’s residence
serves as an Inn for the the chiefs and other
Indians who come here [to 53t. Augustine].
She spends what little she has on providing
them with gifts and on trying to convince
them to render their obedience to the Crown.
Her mother was also a very good Indian...
and dofia Maria is worthy that Your Majesty
provide her with some help and financial
assistance.

Jefar de Nombre de Ddos, Doia Maria fae una

impartante allada de los espaioler v wna de fas
CeRCICAT  IGE _.."3""'.".":: rosar de La Plorida, _Asecifie
N varias ocasiones a la peblacion erpaioly con
alimentns y dfnrye piar

Far wna carta al rey Felgpe 11, ¢f Gobernador de
|I';":".-'.'i"r|"-n' FECaR G JII;'I' .-"r.-'.-".J:-.-' ."':'{: |!I:|"-'.|.;'.".' .1I .r.".'-"r'-n'.' -I_r_-_:'
|".'.'-|".".|'||'- HET & FRAins i -'}'.-' IEmen la yean . J_-'.;'-"-".".-".-'-'.'
eF S cdsa peeson de elfos v pasta sw poebreza en
regalarles y atraenles a la obediendia y su madre ba
sido mesey buena andia [ Fr meerecedora de gare
westra majestad le baga merced de mandarle y dar

s avida de costas,




The exhibition also explores the process of
evangelization as it unfolded in Florida. The
“spiritual conquest” began in stages, first by
the Jesuits, then shortly thereafter, beginning
in 1573, by the Franciscans. Their methods
of conversion included the translation
of Catholic prayers and catechisms into
indigenous languages, as well as the use of
images and theatrical performances.
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La exposicean  tambin  explora el process de
evangelizacan gue se fevd a cabo en La Florida, 1a
Ccomguista eshiriitia " CORIER ST de mode ristemdtico,
primgera por jesutfas ¥ poco n‘l-s;.f'rmv.f. d pariir e
1373, por francscanes. 1a fraduccidn de cateciimms
catalicos a lar fengnas sdias, la difusion de extanpar
redipiasas v & wso de representacioner featrales freron
algenos de fos métodas de comversion sfifizados,

Maqueta de una misidn. Se complementa con iconografia, la reproduccion del “Catecismo en Lengua castellana y
timucua™ de Fray Pareja (1612), y las réplicas de una cruz de cuarzo y de un camafeo indigena.
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Section 4: Seeking the fountain of
Youth

The exhibition offers to visitors interesting
conclusions about the truth behind the
myth of the Fountain of Youth. There is
no link between Ponce de Ledn’s mission
to La Florida and this myth in any of the
agreements or in any written documents from
his time. All of the references that link Ponce
de Ledn and the Fountain of Youth emerge
years after his death. Nevertheless, the story
endures as the most powerful foundation
myth in the United States.

Seccion 4. En buwrca de fa Fuente de fa
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I exghasigan  ofrece dor peritanier mnfereranies
conclesiones acerca de la verdad fras of mife de la
Frente de Ja Juventud Ni en los contratos, mi en
g efcrifo de o época, Se pincwla la wesion de
Porice de Ledn a 1a Florda con este mito: todar fas
referesicias qae relacionan o Ponce de Ledn con la
Faente de la [uventud ban sido escrntas avos despaes
de si mnerde. Nin embarpo, ecta bistoria sigvie sendo ef
miifo findacional wds pofente de fos Erfados Unidor.

Staatliche Muscen, Berdin, Cranach el Vigjo (1472-1553), in the most famous Euwropean depictdon of the Fountain of
Youth, shows how people bathed in the waters of the Fountain of Youth, and emerged repvenated.
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